TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP

ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN
MINUTES OF JULY 12, 2005

TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

TOWNSHI HALL, EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Russell, Thompson, Gaskell, Colvin, Rosenkranz and King

Absent:  Parker

Others:  Briggs, Sullivan

Audience:  3

1. Russell calls meeting to order at 7:33 PM

2. Motion by Russell to approve the minutes of June 14, 2005 as prepared.  Motion passes 5-0 with abstain from Thompson due to absence.

3. Communications.  1.  July 13th, 20th Michigan Land Use Institute host’s seminar on Rails, Trails & Buses:  Grand Strategy for Grand Traverse.  2.  Planning and Zoning classes on-line.  Interested parties should contact Russell.

4. Concerns of the Public:  None

5. Land Use Maps and Plan.  Sullivan is postponed till end of agenda.

6. Concerns of the Commission.  Briggs gives update of status of A Ga Ming.  1.The Lakeview Ridge plan was approved by the Board at their June meeting.  An application and plan have been submitted for the parking lot and side roads.  Briggs has not had time to review.  2.  The sign for the Blue Pelican has been stolen; the township did not remove it.  The clean up of the residence near the airport is in the hands of the sheriff.  3.  The curb at Sonny’s Market has not yet been paved.  

5. Sullivan has run new numbers for the build out analysis based on 2-acre lots in the Ag district and 5-acre lots in the Timber district.  Other zones within the township would remain the same.  Based on this information, if the Z.O. remains as is, it is projected that as many as 6800 dwelling units are possible in the next several years.  He cautions the PC to realize that, due to two pending State laws, those numbers could actually be higher.  He cites the Transfer of Development Rights act and the Clustering Act, which must allow for clustering in areas with a population of 1800 or higher.  Population numbers are taken from the Census and include all men, women and children in an area.  There is a motion by Gaskell and seconded by Thompson that the Township accept the updated map to be used for future Land Use Map.  Motion passes 6-0.  The next step is to begin the public review process, which includes notifying surrounding townships of TLT plan and scheduling a Public Hearing.  In terms of how to implement the Future Land Use Plan, Sullivan suggests that rezoning occur only as it coincides with the plan.  He also suggests that a Future Land Use Map be included when purchasing a township Zoning Ordinance.  Sullivan will take into account all suggestions received from the commission and add to the Land Use Plan for final corrections at next month’s meeting.  An updated Zoning Map should also be available.  Sullivan has copy of updated Zoning Ordinance, which includes new amendments.  He will give to the Clerk, who will dispense copies.

7.  With no further business, Russell closes meeting at 9:17 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary    

